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FLINT INSTITUTE OF ARTS RECEIVES GRANT AWARDS
(Flint, MI) A noontime series of visual arts related films and videos for seniors, a 
three year program that facilitates the career pursuits of gifted high school visual arts 
students, and a comprehensive visual arts-based K-6th grade students are three 
programs at the Flint Institute of Arts that recently received funding from grants from 
two charitable trusts administered by FirstMerit PrivateBank.

The Merkley-Elderly Charitable Trust is providing support of the very popular “Art a la 
Carte” series which features weekly art related films during the noon hour and serves 
more than 2,500 seniors annually.

The Merkley-Youth Charitable Trust has granted support of the FIA Art School’s 3 year 
Pre-College Portfolio Program. Over the course of the program students will produce 
a visual art portfolio that can be used for college or professional applications.
A grant from the Stella & Frederick Loeb Charitable Trust will help fund the FIA’s 
Education Department’s K-6th grade ARTreach Program. The Program is offered in 
elementary schools in the Flint Community School district as well as nine districts in 
Genesee County.

Providing innovative arts programming for an ever-growing and increasingly diverse 
audience is a hallmark of the Flint Institute of Arts.  A commitment to present high 
quality experiences is limited only by the challenge of identifying funding sources 
each year to support these programs. “The trusts established by Martha Merkley and 
Stella and Frederick Loeb are one of the finest examples of philanthropy because 
they continue to add to the richness and quality of life in this community”, said FIA 
Director, John Henry.

The Flint Institute of Arts is located just two blocks off I-475 in the Flint Cultural 
Center between the University of Michigan-Flint and Mott Community College.
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