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WITH THE IMPACT OF THE LEAD CRISIS STILL UNKNOWN,
FLINT INSTITUTE OF ARTS AWARDED $100,000 GRANT FROM

PNC TO CREATE ART PROGRAM TO BENEFIT FLINT PRESCHOOL CHILDREN

(FLINT, MI) – As the lead crisis remains at the forefront of citizens’ concerns, The Flint Institute of Arts has received a 
$100,000 grant from the PNC Foundation to support a new Head Start-based Success through Art (START) program 
designed to benefit children, ages 3 to 5, who are participating in the Head Start, Great Start Readiness Program (GSRP) 
and Child Care Network of Flint.
The grant from the PNC Foundation, which receives its principal funding from The PNC Financial Services Group, Inc. 
(NYSE: PNC), will allow the Flint Institute of Arts to reach 3,100 Flint-area preschool children each year for the next 
three years. Representatives from the Flint Institute of Arts will provide training, primarily in classrooms, that will focus 
on language, early literacy, cognitive skill, math and emotional skill development—areas that have been identified as 
challenging for children who have been exposed to lead.
“PNC is committed to strengthening the communities where we do business,” said Tim Salisbury, PNC regional 
president for Mid-Michigan. “This program will focus on the long-term well-being of Flint’s most vulnerable residents—
children aged 3 to 5—by addressing the well-known link between early childhood arts education and higher achievement 
in other cognitive and academic domains.“
In addition to the educational sessions provided by the Flint Institute of Arts, each participating family will receive family 
literacy kits, as well as PNC Grow Up Great passports and digital book downloads.
“The START program is ideal for providing multisensory and experiential learning and an art-rich environment to support 
creative development and improve school readiness of children from the ages of three to five,” said Monique M. 
Desormeau, Flint Institute of Arts Curator of Education.
To learn more about the PNC Grow Up Great initiative, go to www.pncgrowupgreat.com. Follow PNC at Twitter.com/
PNCNews and YouTube.com/PNC.

About the Organizations
PNC, which receives its principal funding from The PNC Financial Services Group (www.pnc.com), actively supports 
organizations that provide services for the benefit of communities in which it has a significant presence. The foundation 
focuses its philanthropic mission on early childhood education and community and economic development, which 
includes the arts and culture. Through Grow Up Great, its signature cause that began in 2004, PNC has created a 
bilingual $350 million, multi-year initiative to help prepare children from birth to age 5 for success in school and life. For 
more information, please visit www.pncgrowupgreat.com or follow www.youtube.com/PNC.

The Flint Institute of Arts has made a significant contribution to the quality of life in the Flint community since its 
founding in 1928 and today, continues to play a major role in the growth and revitalization of the city of Flint. Through its 
exhibitions, interpretive programs, film screenings, concerts, lectures, family events and educational outreach programs, 
the FIA serves more than 120,000 adults and children annually from all over southeast Michigan. The FIA maintains a 
collection of over 8,000 objects, sustains a membership of 3,200, registers 1,700 students from pre-school age to senior 
citizens in Museum Art School studio classes, and presents school programs to 30,000 K-12 students annually.

###


